Parliamentary Government in JLngland
of which the immense consequences to the civil power
are obvious. It was in this controversy, also, that Lord
Milner, then a leading figure in the Conservative Party,
expressed the view that if "any officers resigned, they
would be reinstated when the Conservatives came back
to power/*1 It must be added that we know little of the
King's views upon the moves and counter-moves con-
nected with these grave events. We know only that he had
been made aware of the Unionist position; and it is, I
think, permissible to assume that he was not backward in
pressing its implications upon the Government.
Upon the crisis of 1931 there exists little documenta-
tion; and the wide divergencies of opinion about the
King's action during its progress make it difficult to
pronounce any opinion upon it with certitude. Certain
things, at least, appear to be established. The idea of a
Coalition Government had been mooted in Palace circles
for many months before its actual inception; and Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald is believed to have been favourable
to the idea. Certainly he hinted to colleagues, at least as
early as March 1931, that he proposed to embark upon
a drastic reconstruction of, his Government. It is certain
that he did not confide the nature of this reconstruction
to any of the colleagues who separated from him in 193 * •
It is certain, also, that none of these supposed, when he
went to Buckingham Palace to resign as head of the
Labour Cabinet, that he would return almost imme-
diately as head of a National Government with the leaders
of the Liberal and Conservative Parties serving under
him. It is not known whether his emergence in that
capacity resulted from advice tendered by him to the
view of the tiny minority of his party that he
command this is difficult to believe—or.from a
* Diarift cf Sir Henry Wika*, i, *3*-
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